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--My parents were missionaries in Japan for over 30 years.
They helped get 23 churches started-3 of those churches
were started from our homes in Nishinomiya, Nagoya and
Nishi-Tokorozawa (Tokyo).
--Here is how we would have church in our home in
Nagoya.
1. Sunday morning everyone wakes up early and eats
breakfast.
2. My father vacuums floors and reviews Japanese sermon
his is going to preach.
3. My mom gets lunch ready and reviews the Sunday
School lesson she is going to teach the Japanese children
who come.
4. My younger sister, Ruth, and I pick-up and wash dishes.
5. My older brothers, Paul, John and Mark would line up all
our chairs in a row and tum our table into a pulpit by
putting a wooden box on top of the table and covering
the box and table with a white table cloth.

6. Then, all 5 of us kids would leave our home and go into
the neighborhood and bring our Japanese friends to
Sunday School.
7. When all the children were gathered together in our
home, my mother would teach a Bible story and Bible
verses in Japanese and we would sing Christian
children's songs in Japanese. She would give us little
pencil prizes for memorizing our Bible verses. The
children who came an hour early would be able to find a
spot on our American sofa. They would sit 18 kids three
rows thick on our sofa--one row of 6 kids sitting on top,
another row of 6 kids kneeling in front of them and the
last row of 6 kids sitting in front. The other children,
who came later, lined up on chairs and/or sat on cushions
on the floor in the front which was closest to my mother.
All age groups were together and the older ones would
take care of the younger ones. My mother was a master
storyteller and using felt-a-grams and Kamishibais
(paper show) would make the Bible stories come alive!
8. Then, some adults and parents would show-up and my
father would preach his sermon in Japanese and we
would sing hymns and pray in Japanese. That would be
our worship service.
--As a missionary child growing up in Japan, I always felt it
a real privilege to be able to see a church start from ground
level and to watch it grow. I had first hand experiences of
God's work on the mission field- a front row seat! To me,
mission work was very much alive and real!

